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" FOREWORD *

The resources made available to the Aerespace Defense
Cemmand (and the predecessor Air Defense Command) for defense
against the manned bomber have ebbed and flowed with changes
in national military policy. It is often difficult to
outline the shape of national policy, however, in a dynamic
society like that ef the United States. Who makes national
policy? Nobody, really. The armed forces make recommenda-
tions, but these are rarely accepted, in total, by the
pelitical administration that makes the final p5}posals to
Congress. The changes intreduced at the top executive level
are variously motivated. The world political climate must
be considered, as must various political realities within
the country. Cost is always a factor and a determination
must be made as to the allocation of funds for defense as
opposed to allocations te other government concerns., The
personalities, prejudices and predilections of the men who
occupy high pelitical effice invariably affect proposals to
Congress. The disposition of these proposals, of course,
is in the hands of Congress. While the executive branch of
the gevernment is pushed and pulled in various directions,
Congress is probably subject te heavier pressures. Here,
again, the nature of the men whe occupy responsible positions
within the Congress often affect the decisions of Congress.
National policy, then, is the product of many minds and is
shaped by many diversSe interests.

The present work is a recapitulation and summarizatien
of three earlier monegraphs on this subject covering the
periods 1946-1950 (ADC Historical Study No. 22), 1951-1957
(ADC Historical Study Ne. 24) and 1958-1964 (ADC Historical
Study No. 26), plus additional material to bring the dis-
cussion to the end of 1972, The purpose is to provide, in
one place, a wide canvas of the entire 26-year period. It
is necessary to note, however, that in 1957 the defense
problem suddenly became two prohlems when the Soviet Union
demonstrated the ability to put an object into earth orbit
and proved the feasibility of the intercontinental ballistic
missile. This volume deals only with defense against the
manned bomber and was written by Richard F. McMullen, who
has personally watched the ebb and flow. Mrs. Mary Perry
typed the manuscript.

L. H. CORNETT, JR. June 1973

iii





































































































http:emergency.19































































http:possible.13





















































































































http:necessary.30























































































http:ready.22
































































































































































































http:group.42





























































































http:level�$1.12

































http:remaind.er











































































http:selection.65



http:F_15y.66












http:study.68


















http:Deletion.of



















































