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Eyewitness Afghanistan 

too. First I need a doctor for the cow because
if it dies, I cannot afford to buy a ne� one. I
depend on it for my living. If my wife dies, I
can get a new one."

Women have been doubly oppressed in
Afghanist?'1, says Nahid. First they suffered from

Probably the biggest 
challenge the revolution 
has presented to the 
established power 
structure ... is the law 
guaranteeing equal rights 
for men and women. 

the literacy campaign. It has also established
Wom�n's Clubs where women meet to produce
han�1crafts and talk about their concerns. 
. As lon� as women do not participate fully
m the social and political life of the country 
the _ revolution will not advance very fast," say�
Nah1d. �he goal of the DWO is not only to help
women llb�rate themselves, but also to help men
s�e that without equal rights for women, "there
will be no real progress." But that N h'd
co d " ·11 t 

' a i 
nee es, w_1 9:ke � while. The mentality that

:omen are mferior is centuries old," and even
some of the more conscious men have problems

putti�g the principle of women's equality into
practice." 

Trade Unions 

!he gov�rnment of the P�ople 's Democratic Party

��������������������� is the first government m Afghanistan to allow
workers to form unions and to draft an extensive 

the. poverty, the misery and the feudal rule as
did the rest of the Afghan population. But in
addition, women suffered, and still suffer, from
their special oppression as women: often they
work long hours in the fields and then return
home to do the housework; women were not
allowed to participate in the i;>olitical life; very
few girls used to go to school; women bear eight,
ten, twelve children; and they often suffer from
a reactionary interpretation of Islam which
relegates them to the status of second-class
human beings. 

Under the i;>revious regime, there was virtually
no i;>ossibility for women to work outside the
house or the fields, or to hold i;>rofessional jobs.
The government is now encouraging emi;>loyers to
hire women. In the Government Printing Office
in l.{abul, for instance, more than 200 out of the
700 workers are women. One 22-year-old woman
worker in the bindery said: "Some men still
complain that the women take the jobs from the
men. But it's getting better." Like many of
her unmarried co-workers, she had lived with her
i;>arents doing housework after she had finished
school, and the bindery, she says, "is much more
interesting." A day care center has been
established at the factory, but many women are
still unable to hold industrial jobs for lack of day
care f acilitic!S. 

In some rural areas, it is very difficult for
the DWO to organize women to i;>ush for the
i�plementation of the laws guaranteeing equal
rights. Often the DWO attracts women through

labor code. Afghan trade unions, according to
Satar Purdeli, the President of the Central
Council of the Trade Unions, have 163,000
members; 14,000 of them have joined the self­
defense groups which are res(?Onsible for the
physical security of the factories.

About 40 percent of the unionists live in 
Kabul, but, says Purdeli, every province has its
trade union council. Union strongholds are in 
Nangarhar, Balkh, Baglan, Kandahar and Herat.
The_ �rade unions participate in all major factory
decisions. They have established health care
centers in the factories as well as child care
centers. The trade unions are also building
recreational facilities for the workers and their
families - often in former royal family palaces.
The trade union headquarters itself used to belong
to a member of the king's family. Workers also
receiv� f?od cou�ns which allow them to buy
essential items - rice, flour, oil, matches, etc. -
at sharply reduced prices; the union also makes
an effort to provide subsidized housing for its
members. Likewise, the government has hiked
the minimum wage to 1410 Afghanis (about $20)
a month, and wages have been increased by 30
to 50 percent over the past three years.

Purdeli concedes that "quantitatively, Afghan
workers have not yet developed into a strong
working class" since for decades the monarchy
did no.thing to develop the cou�try's industrial
potential and had not allowed unions. The
workers, th_oug?, Purdeli goes on, are making
great contributions to the revolution, and "it is
always a great step forward in a country's history
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Eyewitness Afghanistan 

when trade unions are es�blished for the first 
time." 

Youth and Education 

One of the most crushing legacies left by decades 
of monarchical rule is the lack of educational 
facilities. Many children, especially girls, had 
no chance to attend school; only one out of 20
people could read. There was only one university 
in the country and it had no consistent 
curriculum, no program for doctoral degrees, and 
no textbooks for nine out of ten courses. 

A second university has now been opened in 
Nangarhar province, and even though "Kabul 
University is still in somewhat bad shape," says 
its director Asadullah Habib (one of Afghanistan's 
best known poets) things are improving. Several 
new faculties and departments have been opened. 
Others, such as the Polytechnical Institute and 
the Islamic law department, have been greatly 
expanded. There are 7000 students, 2400 of them 
are women; some 3000 come from distant 
provinces. The university has also opened 
facilities for people who could not finish their 
education for lack of money. Several hundred 

students are now studying in a "workers' and 
peasants' faculty" and in KaQul University's night 
school. 

Many children still do not attend school. The 
reasons are often money-related. Families need 
the added income their children can earn. In 
Kabul City, for instance, hundreds of boys sit at 
street .corners selling cigarettes - by the piece, 
not the pack - or walk around with buckets full 
of cold water which they sell in cups. 

The government's education campaign has also 
been hindered by the destruction of some 1300
school buildings by the rebels. Disruptions at 
Kabul University are a thing of the past, but 
during 1979, there was a political purge of 
teachers which prevented the university from 
58 -- Coun:tVL6py -- Sept.-Nov. 1983 

functioning normally. Large-scale fighting in the 
country in 1979 and 1980 also created problems. 
Says Habib: "How can you expect a student to 
attend classes and to study when he hears about 
fighting in his province, and he has.no opportunity 
of finding out what is actually happening there?" 
According to Habib, psychological warfare is 
being waged against the university. For example, 
he says, when Kabul University opened last year, 
BBC and Voice of America reports claimed that 
the university was shut down because of unrest. 
Everybody at the university could see that this 
was a lie; nonetheless, says Habib, such reports 
create a tense atmosphere. 

Many of the university students are members 
of the Democratic Youth Organization (DYO) 
which serves to draw young people into the 
revolution. According to Hanif, a DYO secretary, 
more than half of the people who joined the party 
last year (it has some 100,000 members) had been 
DYO activists. The DYO itself has 110,000
members, some of whom also serve in the "social 
order brigades," i.e. armed detachments which 
function primarily as guards against the rebels. 
Hanif says some of the members of the "social 
order brigades" are women; all in all, the DYO 
has 10,000 women members. In some areas of 
the country, Hanif says, DYO members are still 
forced to work underground; in these regions, 
anyone connected with . a revolutionary 
organization is a likely rebel target. 

Many of the DYO members come from Kabul 
but, says Hanif, considerable progr:ess is bei�g 
made in the provinces. For instance, m 
Nangarhar province there are 5000 members, in 
Jowzjan 5000, in Badakshan 40PO, and in Kandahar 
and Herat more than 3000 each. The DYO now 
concentrates on organizing in the countryside. 
Members go to the villages to help farmers and 
to do guard duty. In addition, the Youth 
Organization has artistic brigades which travel 
around the country to show films and talk to the 
young people. Since the Youth Organization was 
founded in 1980, its membership has doubled each 
year. !.!l 

NEWS, 6kom page 32 

17) "Victory for Strauss," Counterspy, Vol. 7, No. 2.
18) Cf. supra, #13.
19) Quoted from a confidential letter from Institute for
the Stvdy of Conflict files. Time Out, 8/29-9/4/75, p. 6.
20) Ibid.
21) Cf. supra, #13.
22) Colin Legum, "Reporting on the 'Liquidation' of the
Empire," The Observer, (London), 1/24/82.
23) Cf. supra, #13.
24) Robert Parker, Rough Justice, Fontana Paperbacks,
London, 1981, p. 162.
25) See Washington Post, 12/22/75.
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CIA Aid to the Rebels 

CL-\ support for the Afghan rebels 
is the largest known CIA 
paramilitary campaign since the 
mid-1970s when it aided UNITA 
forces in Angola in an attempt to 
stifle that country's revolution. The 
United States and its allies - China, 
Egypt, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia -
have spent some $200 million to arm 
and train the Pakistan-based 
counterrevolutionaries. l 

The CIA campaign began shortly 
after the People's Democratic Party 
took power in April 197 8, and 
escalated after Babrak Karmal 
became president in December 1979 
and Soviet troops entered the 
country. In early January 1980, the 
Carter cabinet decided that the 
CIA, in conjunction with China and 
Egypt, should make a major 
commitment to support the Afghan 
rebels in Pakistan. The operation 
was to be run by a special 
committee headed by National 
Security Advisor Zbigniew 
Brzezinski. Brzezinski coordinated 
the program with four nations: 
Egypt (which delivers Soviet-made 
weapons from its warehouses and 
supplies military trainers), Pakistan 
(which permits and protects the 
Afghan rebel military camps on its 
soil and allows arms shipments 
through), China (which ships arms 
and provides training) and Saudi 
.-\rabia ( which finances some arms 
shipments and props up the 
Pakistani government with 
economic aid). 

President Carter wanted the 
operation to be deceptive: "The 
Afghan struggle was an 'Islamic 
struggle,' President Carter told his 
aides, and U.S. assistance should not 
disturb that impression.112 The 
Afghan rebe 1 leaders in Pakistan 
still work hard to keep up this 
"indigenous Islamic struggle" 
facade. They claim all of their 
arms are either locally produced, 
were obtained from defecting 
. -\fghan soldiers, or were captured 
from .-\fghan or Soviet army posts. 

Ronald Reagan has taken a more 
overt approach to aiding the 
counterrevolutionaries. Already 
during his electoral campaign, he 
openly advocated U.S. arms 
shipments to the rebels ("freedom 
fighters," in his lexicon). Once 

president, he stepped up the CIA 
program which by now even CIA 
Director William Casey has 
admitted exists.3 The weapons 
supplied by the U.S. and its allies 
include rocket-propelled grenade 
launchers capable of piercing Soviet 
tank armor, plastic-covered land 
mines, mortars, recoilless rifles, 
bazookas, and shoulder-fired anti­
aircraft guns. These weapons 
shipments are very likely to 
continue: On his visit to Pakistan 
in early July 1983 Secretary of 
State George Shultz addressed 
Afghan "refugee" leaders as "fellow 
fighters for freedom" and assured 
them that they "do not fight alone." 
"'Vly message from the United States 
is simple,11 said the Secretary, "we 
are with you.114 

The CIA 's current strategy of 
stimulating and financing military 
operations by feudal, and some 
tribal, leaders against the Afghan 
government can make use of 
experience gained on two previous 
occasions when such a strategy was 
contemplated or actually carried 
out. According to Leon Poullada, 
former U.S. ambassador to 
Afghanistan, U.S. embassy officials 
back in the early 1950s considered 
bringing about the overthrow of the 
King-appointed Prime Minister 
Mohammed Daoud, using exactly the 
same tactics. At the time, many 
U.S. officials thought Daoud (a 
cousin of the king) was moving the 
country closer to the Soviet Union. 
Then-U .S. ambassador in Kabul, 
Angus Ward, discussed his opposition 
to Daoud with Pakistani officials 
who, "alarmed by Daoud's policies, 
... wanted to stir up tribal rebellions 
to overthrow Daoud. 11 Poullada 
continues: "The CIA station chief 
in Kabul had a strong personal 
influence on [ Ambassador] Ward .... 
With Pakistani colleagues and royal 
family dissenters he dreamed up 
plots to 'destabilize' the Daoud 
regime. 11

5 
Poullada claims that these plans 

did not have U.S. government 
backing, and, in any case, Daoud 
learned through his intelligence 
service of the CIA's deliberations. 
Ambassador Ward and the CIA chief 
were replaced soon thereafter. 

A much more serious attempt to 

- Eyewitness Afghanistan

destabilize Afghanistan was 
launched in 1973 after the same 
Daoud had overthrown King Zahir 
Shah. The Pakistani government 
was concerned that Daoud would 
reignite a long-standing border 
conflict, and in anticipation secretl�
trained some 5000 Afghan "rebels." 
The Nixon ad ministration, th inking 
that Daoud might be a leftist, 
reportedly aided that project but 
then withdrew support when it 
turned out that Daoud and a U.S. 
ally, the Shah of Iran, were growing 
increasingly close. In July 1975, 
these 5000 "rebels" infiltrated into 
the Panjsher Valley, where they 
fought against the Afghan 
government forces. 

After planning to create "tribal 
rebellions" in the early 19 50s and 
actually setting up the 5000-
member force in the early 1970s, it 
was only a small step for the United 
States, Pakistan and their allies to 
support ''Islamic rebellion11 against 
the People ' s  Democratic Party from 
1978 to the present. @ 

Footnotes: 

1) Carl Bernstein ("Arms for
Afghanistan," New Republic,
6/18/81) wrote that by mid-1981,
more than $100 million had been
spent to aid the rebels. A New
York Times article (5/4/83) claimed
that $100 to $150 million had been
given to the rebels from 1980 to
1983; while Aernout van Lynden, a
Dutch journalist who traveled with
the rebels and is sympathetic to
their cause, says that the U.S. is 
paying $20 to $30 million a year to
Egypt alone to buy up that country's
stockpile of Soviet-made weapons
(Washington Post, 12/19/82).
2) ABC News, 1120/20,11 6/18/81.
3) See Lou Cannon, "Casey, Who
Can't Remember, Berates Officials
Who Can't Read," Washington Post,
6/27 /83.
4) Wash ington Post, 7 /4/83 .
5) Leon Poullada, "Afghanistan and
the United States: The Crucial
Years," Middle East Journal, Spring
1981.
6) Far Eastern Economic Review,
1/30/81. 
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